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WHO’S WHO ‘ in Commercial & Residential Real Estate Law

DAVID J. BIEHL

Garfunkel, Wild & Travis PC

David J. Biehl is a partner at Gar-
funkel, Wild & Travis PC in Great
Neck. Biehl is also chair of the firm’s
real estate group and a member of
the firm’s finance, business and
health care practice groups.

Biehl joined the firm in 1987. He
specializes in real estate and corpo-
rate transactions, representing a
broad range of proprietary and not-
for-profit businesses, as well as indi-
vidual clients.

He has extensive experience in
complex real estate transactions, in-
cluding commercial leasing projects,
public and private financings, acqui-
sitions, sales, construction projects
and equipment acquisitions. He has
acted as lead counsel in the develop-
ment of numerous medical, commer-

cial and industrial buildings, contin-
uing care retirement communities,
nursing homes, assisted living facili-
ties, diagnostic and therapeutic radi-
ology facilities, ambulatory surgery
centers, cancer centers and mixed-
use facilities.

When it comes to purchasing,
owning and developing commercial
real property on LI, it’s essential to
thoroughly investigate and under-
stand all of the applicable building
requirements and limitations before
going to contract, Biehl advised.

“This is not limited to simply re-
viewing the existing certificate of oc-
cupancy or understanding the per-
mitted usage of a piece of property,
but also extends to issues such as
sewage capacity and parking re-
quirements,” he said. “While these is-
sues may not sound especially inter-
esting, they are vital for if you do not
have sufficient capacity of either,
then your ability to develop, expand
and/or change the use of a piece of
property can be severely restricted.
This is particularly important in
some of the more rural areas of Suf-
folk County where many properties
are not serviced by a municipal
sewage system.”

Biehl has been involved in many
situations where a landowner was
required to spend considerable sums
of money to either install or acquire
additional parking, connect to a mu-
nicipal sewer system, enlarge an ex-
isting septic system or purchase the
right to connect to a private sewage
treatment plant in order to develop a
piece of property.

“While most real estate develop-
ment firms are very familiar with

these issues, most end users (i.e.,
those businesses that acquire prop-
erty for their own use) are not and it
is necessary to retain outside con-
sultants (lawyers, architects and en-
gineers) to perform these functions,”
he said.

Biehl also has extensive experi-
ence in complex corporate transac-
tions as well as handling routine
business and personal matters. His
practice also includes regulatory and
tax analysis for health care
providers, hospitals, nursing homes,
tax-exempt organizations, physi-
cians, and physician groups.

Biehl is a member of the Ameri-
can Bar Association (Health Law
Section) and the NYS Bar Associa-
tion (Real Property and Health Law
Sections).

Biehl earned a bachelor’s degree,
cum laude, from SUNY Albany and a
juris doctor from the Benjamin N.
Cardozo School of Law, where he was
a member of the Cardozo Law Re-
view. While in law school, Biehl was
a law clerk for the Hon. William C.
Connor, US District Court, Southern
District of NY.

Founded in 1980, Garfunkel,
Wild & Travis is one of the most ac-
tive health care practices in NYS.
The firm also provides a host of
services related to real estate,
strategic planning, complex trans-
actions, exempt and taxable financ-
ing, white collar defense, EPA/envi-
ronmental issues, estate planning,
elder law, litigation, tax issues,
fraud and abuse, licensing, capital
formation and bankruptcy. The firm
employs about 140 staff members,
including 70 attorneys.
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